Identification of Mycobacterium bovis isolates using a monoclonal antibody.
A rapid immunoperoxidase slide assay for the identification of Mycobacterium bovis culture isolates is described. The monoclonal antibody used in this assay is specific for the M. tuberculosis complex of organisms. All M. bovis isolates tested, including 151 separate field isolates of M. bovis were positive as were 11 out of 12 M. tuberculosis strains and 4 out of 6 Bacillus Calmette Guerin (BCG) strains. One strain each of M. africanum and M. microti was negative. This assay provides a considerable improvement in both time and expense over the conventional methods of biochemical typing of M. bovis.